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Make\Shift: VPET Design Forum 2024
Exploring the core values and skill sets for designers in

today's dynamic landscape
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Guest of Honour Mr Esmond LEE, Deputy Secretary for Education (eighth from left) and Mr Tony TAIl, VTC Chairman (ninth

from right) pose for a group photo with speakers and guests.
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Make\Shift: VPET Design Forum 2024 was held from
10 to 11 December at the Hong Kong Design Institute
(HKDI). The event brought together educators, industry
professionals, and students to explore the changes and
future possibilities in design practice and education.
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The two-day forum features not only keynote speeches from distinguished guests but also interactive workshops and
exhibition, providing participants with opportunities to engage and collectively explore innovative directions in design

education.
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The forum was graced by the presence of Mr Esmond
LEE, Deputy Secretary for Education, along with thought
leaders from the design industry sharing their insights.
Among them, the keynote speaker, Professor Rathna
RAMANTHAN, Head of Central Saint Martins and
Pro-Vice Chancellor of the University of the Arts London,
addressed the theme "Regenerating Creativity through
Schools of Thought," discussing the role of design
education in reshaping creativity for the benefit of the
planet. Another keynote speaker, Professor Xiangyang
XIN from Tongji University and Guangzhou Academy of
Fine Arts, explored the importance of service design
and how it enhances overall service satisfaction to
meet the needs of users.

One of the highlights of the forum was the artistic
performance "The Asymmetry of Blablabla" by a French
team, which offered participants with a unique
visual experience. The forum also featured interactive
workshops and special interest group meetings, allowing
attendees to engage in in-depth discussions on
topics such as community design and user experience.
The concurrent exhibition showcased innovative
solutions from HKDI in response to current technological
developments, enabling educators, industry professionals,
and students to collaboratively explore new directions in
design education and inject fresh momentum into the
development of vocational and professional education
and training (VPET).



