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FAQs on Applied Learning (ApL) Courses provided by
Vocational Training Council (VTC) [Mode 2]
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When are classes of ApL course offered?
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Classes of ApL course are offered in September of every academic year.
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How long does an ApL course last?
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The duration of each ApL course is 180 contact hours, generally spanning 2
school years at the senior secondary level; commences from S5 (Sept) and

completes by S6 (Dec); for some individual courses, classes start in S4 (Sept) and
finish by S5 (early-May).
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Course Provision and Enrolment
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What is the lesson and venue arrangement for ApL courses?

R IR AE A ARt S es M 75 22 » BRI B RN BRI R B
SR feE NRGET o AR SO 2 AR AR T B A SRt rE T -
With a view to the facilities and equipment requirements of individual courses,
lesson timetable and venue arrangement can be flexibly arranged at VTC and / or
schools and are subject to mutual agreement by VTC and schools.
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What is the designated class size of a mode 2 class?
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The designated class size for the majority of courses is 17, and being 16 for some
particular courses such as “Western Cuisine”, “Hotel Operations” and “Applied
Learning (Vocational English)—English Communication”.

Note: If the number of admitted students is less than the designated number of
students, the course fee of a particular class will still be calculated according to
the designated number.
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What is the entrance requirement for enrolment?
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Current S3 (to take ApL course commencing at S4)/ S4 (to take ApL course
commencing at S5) students, interested student(s) should contact their
respective schools for details.
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What are the courses provided by Vocational Training Council for the 2023-25
Cohort?

® [HAEL4eEtEt Fashion Image Design

FENEEE T Interior and Exhibition Design

BB, — BREE ST Jewellery Design in Digital Age

EERS R X B &= st Computer Game & Animation Design

B KBRS Film & Transmedia
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Applied Learning (Vocational English) — English Communication
PEE M EE Western Cuisine

)52 Hotel Operations

45427 & Child Care & Education

B R RER T A2 Electrical & Energy Engineering
FIREEIHE SR Digital Construction
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(https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/b5/courseindex.html)

More details of Course information of ApL are available on the VTC website.
(https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/en/courseindex.html)
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Do students need to pay for ApL courses?
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All students in aided, government and Direct Subsidy Scheme secondary schools,
caput schools and special schools with senior secondary classes following the
senior secondary curriculum recommended by Curriculum Development Council
will be fully subsidised by the Education Bureau (EDB) to take ApL courses.
Students do not need to pay the course fees. Each student may take a maximum
of two ApL courses* as elective subjects in senior secondary.

*EFREREE (BeEsEE)  BEAEEERZEE T
*Including ApL(VocE) but excluding ApL(C)


https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/b5/courseindex.html
https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/en/courseindex.html
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What is the medium of instruction for ApL courses?
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Generally speaking, medium of instruction (MOI) of ApL courses can be Chinese
as well as English. Some courses can only adopt either Chinese or English as the
MOI due to their specific nature. VTC will decide finally whether to operate
classes with Chinese/English as the MOI according to individual situation (e.g.
number of applicants for individual courses.)
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Who will teach ApL courses?
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All ApL courses are delivered by tutors recognised by VTC.
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How can students apply for ApL courses?
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All students must make their application to the EDB through their schools.
Whether applications of students successful or not is subject to the selection
results from VTC.
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Can a student repeat an ApL course?
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If a student has completed Year 1 of ApL course but repeats his/her secondary
level, the student may continue to study Year 2 or choose to repeat Year 1 of the
course with the support of respective school principal and VTC (if the course is
still offered).
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Are schools joining Mode 2 required to sign a Partnership Agreement with VTC?
FE - 1 H AR S E A S R iR A2 180 /NI

Yes, and such Partnership Agreement is valid for a complete course duration of
180 hours.
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Reporting of Student Results and Qualification Recognition
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How are students assessed in ApL courses?
TEREESEBN T AT ESCEEHZERE - A AmEal - SEEH
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ApL courses are Category B subjects of the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education Examination (HKDSE), and there is no public examination for ApL
courses. The assessment of each ApL course comprises 6 to 10 assessment tasks
to be undertaken within the period of study. VTC will conduct assessments of
respective ApL courses while the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority (HKEAA) is responsible for moderation of the assessment results
submitted by VTC. The moderated results will be recorded on the HKDSE
certificate.
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How will the performance of students in ApL courses be reported?
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The reporting of ApL students’ performance is categorised as ‘Attained’,
‘Attained with Distinction (1)’ and “Attained with Distinction (11). Candidates
with performance below the standard of ‘Attained’, or attendance rates below
80%, will be designated as ‘Unattained’, which will not be reported on the
certificate.
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Will the qualifications of ApL courses be recognised by VTC?
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Vocational Training Council views ApL courses as elective subjects. Each
student is allowed to use up to two ApL courses in the application to
Undergraduate, Higher Diploma or Diploma programme(s).
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Catering for Students’ Diverse Learning Needs
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Can students with Special Educational Needs (SEN) take ApL courses?
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Students with special educational needs can take ApL courses as other students.
Schools may opt to submit supplementary information for the students with SEN
in submitting application for ApL courses for the reference of VTC so as to
effectively support the students taking ApL courses.

AN » RIgINRE REE AfRfhs B E HIEERE » SHIEE 2 RA 54
K https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/b5/adapted.html

Besides, VTC provides adapted ApL courses for senior secondary students with
intellectual disabilities. For details, please refer to the VTC website:
https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/en/adapted.html
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For other questions in relation to ApL courses, please refer to the webpages of EDB and
HKEAA.

EH - A T EREYE ) 1YE RRE
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/g-and-
a/index.html

EDB - FAQs on Applied Learning
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/q-
and-a/index.html

EREER GG - 28 EREERIEH - —IER - B REE
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/HKDSE/assessment/subject information/cateqory b subjects/fa
g_index/

HKEAA - Category B: Applied Learning Subjects - General Information - Frequently Asked
Questions
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category b _subjects/f

aq_index/



https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/b5/adapted.html
https://www.vtc.edu.hk/apl/en/adapted.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/tc/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/q-and-a/FAQs(Chi)_ApL_202010_final.pdf
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/q-and-a/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/q-and-a/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/q-and-a/index.html
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/cross-kla-studies/applied-learning/q-and-a/index.html
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_b_subjects/faq_index/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_b_subjects/faq_index/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_b_subjects/faq_index/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/category_b_subjects/faq_index/

