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Deputy Chief Secretary Cheuk (Mr CHEUK Wing-hing, Deputy Chief Secretary
for Administration), Secretary Choi (Dr Choi Yuk-lin, Secretary for Education),
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon. A warm welcome to all of you for joining the Opening
Ceremony of VTC’s Future Skills Community Event today. With the support
of the Government, this Community Event is both a celebration event marking
the 25th Anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and a signature event of the VTC’s 40th Anniversary.
would like to thank the Deputy Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Cheuk
Wing-hing, for gracing the Ceremony today as our Guest of Honour. My
sincere thanks also go to Secretary for Education, Dr Choi Yuk-lin, for
sponsoring and supporting this Community Event and joining us in person.

In addition to our special guests, | see at the Event today many long-standing
partners from various industries and academia as well as representatives from
Consulates, and friends from the Mainland and overseas organisations. We also
have VTC alumni among our attendees — together with VTC colleagues and
students joining us physically and online. Welcome everyone.

The theme of this three-day event is “Future Skills for Community”. VTC
Is a major provider of vocational and professional education and training in Hong
Kong, or VPET in short. “Skills” have always been a focus for the VTC over
the course of our 40-year history. Through the 13 member institutions that come
under the auspices of VTC, our VPET programmes and initiatives are created and
delivered with important input from our industry partners. In addition to
providing work-ready vocations for our students as well as routes for their further
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education to build up their career paths, our VPET programmes help meet the
manpower needs of Hong Kong and have been making significant contributions
to our economy.

The world is fast-changing, so is the talent demand across industries,
especially in the post-COVID era. To equip our students with future-ready
skills, we are, under a transformation of the environment for learning and
teaching—powered by digital technologies; characterized by even closer
collaboration between the public and private sectors; and among educators and
companies — including those in attendance today.

We are thankful to the Government for the staunch support rendered to the
VTC over the years. In the Chief Executive’s Policy Address announced earlier
in October, the Government has reiterated the importance of VPET to equip
young people with necessary skills for the future. A series of new initiatives
were also announced to further promote VPET as a parallel pathway to the
conventional academic education route. And this Community Event is a
tangible demonstration to showcase VPET as an attractive progression pathway.

The three-day community event features a variety of VPET-oriented
activities from innovative project showcases to thematic seminars and talks by
industry experts that explore ways to equip the next generation with professional
skills and knowledge. You will meet some award-winning individuals and
teams and hear from VPET graduates about their learning and working
experiences.

One highlight is the “Sharing by WorldSkills Competitors™ this Sunday
where VTC students and graduates, also medal winners of the WorldSkills
Comepetition 2022 Special Edition will share their stories and how skills have
changed their lives. The Team Hong Kong comprising VTC students and
graduates just finished the Competition hailed as “Skills Olympics” and returned
home with one Gold Medal and 12 Medallions for Excellence, a record high
number of awards since we first participated in the Competition 25 years ago.
This is a clear and good reflection of the high professional standards of our young
people as well as the quality of vocational education in Hong Kong.
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Please do take a tour of the event after the ceremony. | am sure you will
be intrigued and enlightened by our VPET students and graduates — who are
indeed our “future”.

Much remains to be done to promote the development of VPET for the
betterment of our society. | hope this interactive event will provide inspiration
for all participants and sincerely look forward to your continued support in
providing the grounding and motivation for our future leaders!

Before closing, | would like to thank all our speakers, experts and partners
for taking part in the Event. My gratitude also goes to the sponsors for their
support. | would also like to thank Mr Kennedy Liu and Dr Wingco Lo for their
valuable advice on the organising of this Community Event and other VTC
anniversary programmes.

VPET is a two-way street. As much as we seek to transform the lives of
our learners through the acquisition and mastery of skills, they will be
contributing to Hong Kong’s ability to succeed and thrive in the world of today,
and into the future.

Now, let me say a few words in Chinese.
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